A Brand-New Reality  yi#szi%. &R SIS

You have just arrived in an unfamiliar city, and you want to see the sights. The problem is you haven’t done
any research in advance. Luckily, you have your trusty smart phone with you. Pulling it out of your pocket,
you start up an application and point the phone at the street in front of you. On the image of the street,

information bubbles pop up on the screen, telling you where to find good restaurants, interesting museums,

and other tourist attractions on that very street. This is just one example of how augmented reality can

make our everyday lives easier.
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Augmented-reality programs simply take a live view of a real environment, and augment that reality with
sound or graphics using sensory input technology. In other words, these programs sense where you are,
and then perform various functions to help you out with whatever you need. One augmented-reality
program, Aurasma, can magically replace still images with related videos. For example, a movie poster
might become the film’s trailer on your smart phone screen. Another, Word Lens, reads text that is visible

in a camera phone’s lens, and switches the text in the image with a translation.
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Augmented reality will even be in our cars soon. Two different companies have already unveiled programs
that will display information and even give drivers directions on a car’s windshield as they drive around. As

time goes on, it looks like the line between reality and augmented reality will continue to blur.
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— by Joe Henley

Vocabulary

trusty [‘trasti] adj. ©ZEAY

graphics [greefiks] n. EJF : BZE
sensory ['senseri] adj. Eiuifly > EVEY
perform [pe-form]v. H{7: FHE


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Application_software
http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-an-information-bubble.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augmented_reality
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aurasma
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Word_Lens

trailer [trele] n. (HEZECEEIITIHEY) T
text [tekst] n. A& > [F3r

unveil [an'vel] v. $BEEHSE » (A2 T40
windshield ['wind fild] n. (;5ZE0Y) $4X 5
blur [bla] v. ({f) AFFE > () WX

Idiom

in advance: s - ZE5: before it is due

start up: 7)), 453z to begin; to begin running, as with an engine
pop up: ZEZAH T to arise suddenly; to appear without warning

help someone out: #;5/4 A i 1A% to help someone do something; to help someone with a problem



